2015 Award
Finalists

Philanthropy:
The Philanthropy Award recognizes exemplary
business citizenship and generosity to arts and
culture through financial contributions and/or
significant in-kind support.
Past winners: GE Johnson Construction Company
(2008), Gazette and Gazette Charities
(2009), Downtown Development Authority (2010),
Current, Inc. (2011), US Bank (2012), The Mining
Exchange (2013), Sam & Kathy Guadagnoli (2014)
How is it a role model for business citizenship and
generosity to arts and culture?

Finalist: GE Johnson
“In May, the Colorado Springs' Philharmonic "Free for
Kids" program distributed its 1,094th free concert ticket
to local youth age 7-17 attending the Philharmonic with
their families. By offering two free student tickets with
the purchase of a regular-priced adult ticket, the price of
a family night out at the Pikes Peak Center was cut in half
— and the response was overwhelming …
Our concert hall became a more lively, diverse place,
much to the delight of longtime patrons. And the initial
attendance goals for Free for Kids were blown out of the
water, surprising and elating the program’s founders.”
- Nomination

Finalist: Ent Federal
Credit Union
“The story of the year in the arts is the groundbreaking of
Ent Center for the Arts, a $60 million project that will be a
catalyst for further improvements along the
Nevada/Austin Bluffs corridor as well as elevate and
enhance the artistic offerings in the region. It is glorious
to see the area’s largest financial institution make such a
significant investment in the cultural landscape of our
region. The 76,000-square-foot, multipurpose center will
include a 750-seat main theater and a 250-seat recital
hall; the university's 250-seat Dusty Loo Bon Vivant
Theater, home to the UCCS resident theater company,
Theatreworks; and the Osborne Studio Theater for drama
and dance performances.”
- Nomination

Finalist: Lamar
Outdoor Advertising
“In the fall of 2014, Lamar Outdoor Advertising partnered
with the Pikes Peak Arts Council to fill unsold billboards in
the region to display local art. Vanessa Moorman of
Lamar had seen the program on a national scale, in a
different market, and reached out to PPAC about making
it happen in the Pikes Peak region. The project received
positive local press coverage including TV coverage and
helped raise the visibility of work by local painters Tracy
Miller and Deb Komitor. The billboard space was offered
at no cost through a special allotment of discretionary
project funding within Lamar. “
- Nomination

Creative Workspace:
This award honors a workplace that is a truly creative
environment through its use of design and/or art
collections, with special attention given to businesses
that incorporate local art into their work space.

Past winners: Promenade Shops at Briargate (2008), Shuga's
Restaurant and Bar (2009), Western Jubilee Recording
Company (2010), Locals Barbershop (2011), Epicentral
Coworking (2012), The Ivywild School (2013), Poor Richard's
Complex (2014)
How do they incorporate art and design into a creative
work environment?

Finalist: Library 21c

Finalist: Pikes Peak
Makerspace

Finalist:
The Machine Shop

Business Leader in the Arts Award
This award honors a person who shows leadership in the arts
community in ways that go beyond financial giving and may include
board experience, arts advocacy, or individual creativity. This
individual supports mutual economic and community interests,
helps build the capacity of the arts sector, and increases awareness
of the benefits of the arts.

Past winners include: Phil Kendall (2009), CJ Moore (2010), Chuck
Murphy (2011), Christian K. Keesee (2012), Ron Brasch and Una NgBrasch (2013), Nechie Hall (2014).
How is he or she a leader for our arts community through giving,
volunteerism, advocacy or creative contribution?

Finalist: Susan Edmondson:
“In the past year, Susan's leadership at the head of the Downtown
Partnership succeeded in getting Downtown certified by Colorado Creative
Industries as a Creative District. This reflects the growing vibrancy and
dynamism of efforts she has supported like Art on the Streets, the Core
Culture walking tour series, DDA funding of bikes for UpaDowna to provide
bike tours of the First Friday art walks, and the creation of the new
InterSection program that wraps traffic cabinets with artwork. Although
Lara Garritano manages and administers all of these programs, it was
Susan that created the Creative District Manager position because she
recognizes that arts and culture are essential to the vitality of Downtown. “
- Nomination

Finalist: Larry Barrett
“Larry has been a long-time contributor to the arts and he has served on
multiple boards, often during times of crisis. He is just ending a multiyear term as the Chairman of the CS Youth Symphony Association. He
has managed through a difficult year supporting the staff during health
concerns of the Executive Director. The organization has continued to
thrive and grow in the midst of challenges. As Chairman of the Colorado
Springs Symphony many years ago, he led the organization through the
very difficult and controversial (but necessary) bankruptcy process prior
to its reemergence as the CS Philharmonic. He is a Board member who
gives generously of his time, talents and treasure to the arts, especially
at the most pivotal times.”

- Nomination

Finalist: Kevin Kratt
“Kevin is president and founder of Kratt Commercial Properties. As part
of the development of University Village Colorado, Kratt began a
scholarship program in 2011 for UCCS sculpture students to have their
works designed, built and installed along North Nevada Avenue to create
the "Art Walk" at University Village. The Art Walk is a vibrant cultural
connection between the shopping experience at UVC and the growing
UCCS Campus. As ground is broken on the ENT Center for the Arts across
the street from UVC, Mr. Kratt's commitment to the Arts and UCCS has
become an important component of the economic and cultural health of
the N. Nevada corridor and a model for valuing the role the arts can play
in urban development.”
- Nomination

Who will win?
Find out on Friday, Oct. 9, 2015
11:30am-1:00pm
at the Antlers Hilton
Downtown Colorado Springs
Click here to register
before it sells out!
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