
Cultural tourism is an economic driver in the Pikes Peak 
region. 
 
Good evening, my name is Andy Vick, and I’m the executive director of COPPeR—the Cultural 
Office of the Pikes Peak Region. COPPeR is a non-profit, umbrella organization that serves and 
advocates for the creative sector here in El Paso and Teller counties. Our work at COPPeR is all 
about elevating the visibility, value and impact of arts & culture in our community. In fact, a 
recent study conducted in cooperation with Americans for the Arts, determined that the arts & 
cultural sector has an annual economic impact of $72 million dollars in the Pikes Peak region, 
and that our community is home to over 2,400 creative businesses, employing almost 7,000 
people in full and part-time positions. 
 
But the creative sector has much more to offer than just economic impact. A vibrant arts & 
cultural scene increases quality of life for area residents, enables our children be better 
learners, helps to attract and retain young professionals, encourages economic development 

and private sector investment, supports local tourism, and cultivates a positive 
“community climate” where innovation, progress, and bold thinking are more readily 
embraced. 
 
Within that context, my colleagues and I from the creative sector are here this evening 
to share our thoughts and perspectives in support of City for Champions, and to more 
clearly articulate how the arts can and should be woven into the fabric of this important 
community initiative. As an organization, COPPeR and its Board of Directors have taken 
a formal position in support of C4C because we believe that the collective impact of the 
four projects that you just heard about will have a catalytic affect on local tourism, on the 
vitality of Downtown Colorado Springs, and on the general momentum and rhythm of 
our region for years to come. 
 
A recent study by the Travel Industry Association of America found that, nationally, 65 
percent of all adult travelers attended an arts & cultural event while on a trip more than 
50 miles from home. 32% of these travelers stayed longer because of the event, and of 
those, 57% extended their stay by one or more nights because of the cultural event. 
Because this kind of cultural tourism helps to support and sustain the many artists and 
arts organizations in our community, and since so many of our major cultural institutions 
are located in and around Downtown Colorado Springs, it only stands to reason that the 
success of City for Champions is of great interest and importance to the area’s creative 
sector. 
 
For this reason, several of us from the creative sector have actually been in 
conversation with the C4C leadership team for a number of months now, including 
Linda Weise from The Conservatory who has been involved since the very beginning, to 
identify meaningful opportunities for synergy and collaboration, to explore imaginative 
opportunities to incorporate the arts into the planning & design process for each of the 
four projects, and to leverage support and enthusiasm from local creatives to help move 



this initiative forward. Each of our speakers this evening will share their perspectives 
around these themes, and will talk briefly about how they see City for Champions 
intersecting with arts & culture. 
 
We truly appreciate the willingness of the C4C leadership team to engage and 
collaborate with the local creative sector, and we thank them for the opportunity to be 
part of tonight’s community forum. I also want to extend a special thanks to Dot 
Lischick, the General Manager of the Pikes Peak Center for the Performing Arts for 
making this space available to us, and to her colleague Amanda Hansen, who helped 
with logistics for our gathering this evening. Finally, I also want to thank Angela Seals 
from the COPPeR office for producing our opening & closing slide show. And now, it’s 
my pleasure to introduce our first speaker, Mr. David Dahlin, the President & CEO of the 
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center…. 


