
Arts & culture build community and drive economic 

development. 

I couldn’t agree more, City for Champions is our once in a generation opportunity to 

seed creative development in the Pikes Peak region. As you may know, the Bee 

Vradenburg Foundation is a private foundation committed to supporting arts and culture 

locally through grant making and community advocacy.  We know that the arts create 

thriving communities and our trustees are committed to the long term success of the 

Pikes Peak region.   

You’ve heard from my colleagues why City for Champions is good for the arts 

community, and vice-versa, how early and constant collaboration with the creative 

sector is essential to the success of the four projects. Here are the key takeaways for 

me: 

 As Andy mentioned, 65 percent of adult travelers attended an arts or cultural 

event on their trip and a whopping 32% of these travelers stayed longer 

because of the event. (What’s more, we know that per capita, visitors spend 

nearly twice as much resident on art events locally). That means increased 

spending by out of town visitors and additional sales tax revenue for our city. 

 Just like our rich athletic and military history, the arts are central to our regional 

heritage and civic identity. Before we were home to the US Olympic Committee 

or the most beautiful service academy in the country, Colorado Springs was 

know as the first city west of the Mississippi with a museum, Theatre Company, 

and arts school under the same roof- the Fine Arts Center.  

 Public Art is critical. Look at what Millennium park has meant to Chicago. How 

many pictures do you see on Facebook of your friends looking into that giant 

reflective bean sculpture?  

 As Lara mentioned a few minutes ago, public art (just like the Millennium Park 

Bean and the slideshow you’ve seen this evening) does way more than simply 

create beauty. 

o  Now I know Colorado Springs is not Chicago, but cities of all shapes and 

sizes across the globe are embracing remarkable public art. It’s playful, 

inspiring, though provoking, and simply put, a good financial investment. 

Let’s build on City for Champions to create our own Millennium Park 

Bean.  

 But the real key here is this: the four projects (and surrounding developments) 

will realize their full potential if the arts are integrated early and seamlessly into 

the planning, architecture, and design.  For projects this size we simply can’t 

slap a painting on the wall before the ribbon cutting and congratulate ourselves 

for embracing the arts. 



And to this final point I want to again thank Lauraand the entire City for Champions Core 

Team. They have been incredibly supportive of this conversation early on in the 

planning process. I was struck by a comment Chris Jenkins made at a meeting last 

week. Chris said this, “C4C will be defined by what happens next, not the four projects.” 

In communities across the country, from Chicago to Denver, Austin to Nashville, and 

Boise to Ft. Collins, we have seen time and again that art can seed the developments 

“that will happen next,” especially if artists and arts leaders are at the table early on in 

the process.  

On behalf of all my colleagues this evening and the nearly 25 arts leaders that started 

this conversation over a year ago, I want to thank C4C leadership for continuing to 

engage in the conversation and thank you for being here to share your voice and ideas 

with us.  

I’d like to again invite Laura Neumann up to wrap up the formal portion of the evening. I 

know all of the speakers will be around before the Philharmonic open rehearsal at 7:30; 

it would be great to get your ideas about ways to integrate the arts into City for 

Champions.  Thanks for being here! 

 


