
Great architecture integrates the arts early and seamlessly into the 
design.  
 

 What a pleasure and honor to have been invited to speak to you this evening in this forum for 
such an exciting subject. 
 

 I’d like to begin by reading the AIA position paper on supporting the arts. 
 

 
The American Institute of Architects’ position on Art and Architecture: 
 
The AIA supports public and private building programs that include an appropriate budget for the 
introduction of art integrated into the project so that it complements the architecture, when 
appropriate, into all project types. The integration of art should be an early and essential part of the 
design process, so that art can be fully coordinated with architecture. In support of this premise, the 
AIA recommends continued government federal funding for the arts through programs administered 
by the National Endowment for the Arts and other offerings funding opportunities available at the 
state and local levels. 
 
(approved March 2013, through December 31, 2015) 

 
 

 As most architects believe the reach of architecture extends beyond the purely practical realm 
of zoning laws, building permits, and budgets.  
 

 “Architecture can also be an emotional experience, thru the power of manipulating spaces” 
 

 Speaking to the incredible flexibility of architecture, the practice has always had as much of a 
connection to the arts as it has to the sciences.  

 

 The same still stands true today; art and the built environment naturally engage with each 
other in contemporary culture.  

 

 Not only can art manipulate & transform spaces within existing structures, but if involved in the 
early concept phase of projects, artists can often take on the role of influencing and shaping 
design. 
 

 “In recent years, the connections between architecture, art, and design have, in many cases, 
become bound to another almost as in a symbiotic relationship.” 

 

 What is often lost or missing from this equation is due to the sometimes overriding technical 
authority of “engineering” of architecture. 

 

 “For example, the height of a ceiling is not incidental to the acoustics in a room,  the plumbing 
fixtures in the basement require clarity of access, and the slope of a ramp for the handicapped 
cannot be too steep in relation to the entry.” 
 

 But there are always other very important questions to consider – open spaces for what use? 
enclosed spaces for what use? Transitional spaces. Multi-purpose spaces. Gathering Spaces. 
Available Spaces.  



 More and more in modern design the traditional boundaries between art and architecture get 
increasingly blurred in work that has been described as site-specific art, public art and urban 
intervention.  

 Involving Art/artists in the design process comes as a very natural extension of asking some 
very critical questions. 

 And these are some of the reasons why AIA Co South is here tonight supporting this forum for 
this discussion, and honored to be part of it. 

 Thank you 

 I’d like to introduce our next speaker - …………………… 


