
Arts and Culture is Central to our Civic Identity 

For the City for Champions 

Good Evening. Thank you for coming out this evening. I’m David Dahlin the President and CEO of the 

Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center. I have the privilege of leading our city’s largest and oldest cultural 

institution. Colorado Springs has a strong reputation as center for arts and culture back to our earliest 

days.  

General William Jackson Palmer had a vision for this new city to be one of culture, beauty, and a good 

quality of life. It was his dream to have Colorado Springs free of smokestacks, slums, and unsavory 

characters. He wanted to build the proverbial city on a hill with high civic goals. He gave accomplished 

painters from the East free access to the scenic wonders along his railroad so that they could paint the 

West in comfort.  His wife, Queen attempted to bring more than a bit of British class and culture to this 

western outpost. As most of you know we were known as Little London, clearly not because of the rugged 

natural beauty of the area  but because we nurtured culture amid our amazing natural surroundings.   

Julie and Spencer Penrose, though quite different from the Palmers, continued this legacy of setting a 

direction for the Springs that involved class, culture and tourism. They borrowed from the best of 

European culture to build the Broadmoor Hotel and augmented that grand accomplishment with the 

creation of an art colony called the Broadmoor Art Academy. They donated the house and land on which 

the Fine Arts Center now stands and drew some of the greatest artists of the day to this idyllic place to 

paint landscapes, teach and train aspiring artists and extend their own artistic endeavors. At this point in 

time we were known as an scene similar to Taos, Santa Fe and Province Town.  

In fact, when the FAC opened its doors in 1936 we were in the mainstream press in NYC, Boston and even 

given reference in Time Magazine.  The Christian Science Monitor wrote, “(Colorado Springs) has always 

stood for an interest in things artistic. It has always been a mid-western crossroads, bringing out the 

elegance of rugged western life and polishing it with a bit of eastern refinement.”  Think about it, in 1936 

we had a reputation for “always having stood for things artistic.”  

Certainly since the 1930s we have embraced this legacy to greater and lesser extents. We now are at a 

crossroads where we have a once in a generation opportunity to expand upon this legacy. Our identity 

has been and forever should be one that celebrates and encourages culture and the arts. Sports, 

Education and outdoor recreation can be married with Arts and Culture to create a as a well-rounded city 

that celebrates esthetics of all sorts—the esthetic of our natural surroundings, the esthetics of sport and 

physical health, the esthetics of thriving visual and performance art and the esthetic of art and 

architecture in our public spaces.  C4C offers a unique opportunity to create dramatic impactful public art 

that will brand this city for decades into the future.    

To continue our conversation on the use of arts and culture to transform public spaces and build 

community, let me introduce to you the General Manager of Classical 88.7, KCME FM, George Preston.  


