


Award

Finalists



Philanthropy:
The Philanthropy Award recognizes exemplary 
business citizenship and generosity to arts and 
culture through financial contributions and/or 
significant in-kind support.

Past winners: GE Johnson (2008), Gazette and 
Gazette Charities (2009), Downtown Development 
Authority (2010), Current, Inc. (2011), US Bank 
(2012), The Mining Exchange (2013), Sam & Kathy 
Guadagnoli (2014), Ent Federal Credit Union (2015) 

How is it a role model for business citizenship and 
generosity to arts and culture?



Finalist: GE Johnson

“GE Johnson has been a generous supporter of the Colorado 
Springs Fine Arts Center for many years. Two years ago they 
allowed us to reinstate our monthly Museum Free Day program 
with a $50,000 donation and renewed the program recently 
with another $50,000 donation.

“We’re thrilled to be able to partner with the Fine Arts Center,” 
says GE Johnson Construction Company CEO, Jim Johnson. “We 
recognize that increasing participation in the arts is good for the 
community and actually fuels the economic growth we need in 
the Pikes Peak region.”

- Nomination



Finalist: Zeezo’s

“In the more than 20 years they have owned Zeezo's costume 
and magic shop downtown (which has grown to its current 
21,000-square-foot store in the former Bryan & Scott building), 
Mark and Jessica Modeer have quietly and consistently 
supported the nonprofit theater community as well as K-12 
school theater groups and other nonprofits. They do this by 
offering discounts to theater companies and other groups that 
spend at least a certain amount with them annually; offering 
free makeup consultations and tutorials for performing arts 
groups; partnering on fundraisers where a percentage of Zeezo's
sales go back to the nonprofits; offering theater groups 
extended rentals for standard rental prices; offering billing so 
groups can pay for items after ticket revenue is received, 
etc. They don't make a big deal out of it, but the mere presence 
of this creative business is vital to the local performing arts 

community.”
- Nomination



Finalist: Nor’Wood

“In spring of 2016, Nor’Wood and Ormao Dance Company 
ventured into a new collaboration to stage an original, site-
specific modern dance performance, “PRESS” on April 29-May 1, 
in the vacant Gazette press building, owned by Nor’Wood, that 
stands vacant on Pikes Peak Ave. in Downtown Colorado 
Springs. Using the space in this way required a lot of give and 
take between the artists and Nor’Wood, to manage risk, 
rehearsal schedules, security, access, and ultimately, the safety 
of an audience and artists in a vacant industrial space. A second 
performance is now being created out of their collaboration, 
called “PRESS:TWO. It will be staged during Arts Month in 
October, in the Gazette building. Again, the space will be 
donated.

Johnson says “There is a lot that can happen with our empty 
buildings when we let artists lose to help transform them into 
spaces with meaning for the community.”

- Nomination



Creative Workspace:
This award honors a workplace that is a truly creative 

environment through its use of design and/or art 
collections, with special attention given to businesses 

that incorporate local art into their work space.

Past winners: Promenade Shops at Briargate (2008), Shuga's
Restaurant and Bar (2009), Western Jubilee Recording 
Company (2010), Locals Barbershop (2011), Epicentral

Coworking (2012), The Ivywild School (2013), Poor Richard's 
Complex (2014), The Machine Shop (2015)

How do they incorporate art and design 
into a creative work environment?



Finalist: Catalyst Campus



Finalist: Sunwater Spa



Finalist: Blue Dot

Place Development 



Business Leader in the Arts Award
This award honors a person whose leadership in the arts goes 
beyond financial giving and may include board service, arts 
advocacy, or individual creativity. They support mutual economic 
and community interests, help build the capacity of the creative 
sector, or increase awareness of the benefits of the arts.

Past winners include: Phil Kendall (2009), CJ Moore (2010), Chuck 
Murphy (2011), Christian K. Keesee (2012), Ron Brasch and Una Ng-
Brasch (2013), Nechie Hall (2014), Susan Edmondson (2015).

How is he or she a leader for our arts community through giving, 
volunteerism, advocacy, or creative contribution?



Finalist: Farley McDonough
“Farley McDonough of Adam's Mountain Café in Manitou Springs is the 
Chair of the Urban Renewal Authority Board, the Vice-President of the 
Manitou Springs Chamber of Commerce, Visitors Bureau and Office of 
Economic Development, the Chair of the Manitou Springs Education 
Foundation, on the Board of the Manitou Springs Creative District and on 
the board of the Manitou Art Center. She is the reason that the Manitou 
Springs Creative District and the Manitou Springs Arts Council are a part of 
the Westside Avenue Action Plan through the Urban Renewal Authority 
Board. By working with the MSCD and MSAC, they are bringing artists to 
the table for a $40 million project during the design phase (and all 
phases)...“

- Nomination



Finalist: Jerome Ajavon
“Jerome Ajavon has been the owner of Trends of Africa in Southeast 
Colorado Springs for over 11 years. In 2011, Jerome felt a strong desire 
to do more for the community … and decided to host a carnival. The 
event continues today as the Shades of Colorado Springs Festival. It is 
the premier regional event held annually to celebrate cultural diversity, 
equity and inclusion. Hundreds of volunteers, businesses, churches, civic 
organizations, artists, musicians and awareness groups participate in the 
festival each June. 

Thanks to Jerome, one of the highlights of the festival is to provide 
$500 scholarships to ten undergraduate college students, plus cultural 
scholarships for families in need to more easily attend local cultural 
activities and programs.”

- Nomination



Finalist: Greg Wellens
“Greg Wellens with Adventures Out West in Manitou Springs featured 
art in a BIG way (literally) by using original art on huge banners to add to 
the ambiance of the new Colorado Springs Rodeo Summer Series at the 
Norris Penrose Event Center. It turned into a wonderful partnership with 
Tracy Miller Gallery of Manitou Springs and some of the gallery’s artists 
to participate, get exposure and add color to the arena. The banners are 
huge, at 20'x20' and 20'x60‘. Tracy’s gallery logo is on each one and they 
were paid for by generous sponsorships from area businesses. There has 
been no money exchanged, just a great partnership to promote a fun 
family event with a cool atmosphere to boot! I love that Greg thought to 
include the arts sector in this!

- Nomination



Who will win?

Find out on Friday, Oct. 7, 2016

11:30am-1:00pm 

at the Antlers Hilton

Downtown Colorado Springs 

Click here to register 

before it sells out!

http://www.csrba.com/bizarts


Presented By:

Event artwork by Nard Claar


